
Washington 
Resort Semiahmoo     
Nestled in a 1,100-acre natural wildlife preserve, Resort Semiahmoo offers gracious service and Pacific Northwest tranquility.   
Luxurious accommodations.  Stunning water-front dining.  Championship golf courses.  Year-round indoor and outdoor activities.   
A true retreat to the extraordinary. 
 
 Accommodations – Elegant seaside Inn with 186 guestrooms and 12 suites.  Spectacular views of snow-capped mountains,  

the emerald waters of Puget Sound and the San Juan Islands. 
 Meeting Facilities – More than 22,000 square feet of conference facilities; two flexible ballrooms; tiered theater;  

7,200 square foot exhibit hall; executive boardroom; two outdoor waterfront venues: terrace and tented pavilion. 
 
 Outdoor Activities and Recreation include: 

Sea Kayaking Tours 
Wildlife & Nature walks 
Sunset Bonfires 
Sailing Charters 
Hiking & Bicycling on wooded trails 
Beachcombing 
Rollerblading 
Indoor/Outdoor Tennis 
Music and Theatre series 

 
Retreat from your daily life to a unique place of rare beauty.  At the very tip of a mile-long peninsula, surrounded by mountains  
and saltwater, you will find the treasure that is Resort Semiahmoo. 
 

For Resort Semiahmoo Accommodations   Reminder:  You are responsible for making your own  

Call: 1-800-770-7992 or 360-318-2000     hotel reservations 
www.semiahmoo.com 
9565 Semiahmoo Parkway 
Blaine, Washington 98230-9326 

ATSA 
Making  

Society Safer 

The Association for 
The Treatment of Sexual Abusers 
Washington Chapter, Conf. Address 

3516 So. 47th St., Ste. 103 A 
Tacoma WA 98409 
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. 
REGISTRATION FORM INSIDE 

 
 

For further information, Contact: 
 
Maureen Saylor, RNMA          
Conference Chairperson          
3516 So. 47th. St., Suite 103 A                
Tacoma WA. 98409     
(253) 475-0326                      
Fax:     (253) 475-0328                     
Email:   msaylor@msn.com    
Cell: (253) 312-3961 
www.watsa.org Please post! 
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    Presenters... 

Brad Meryhew 
Mr. Meryhew has been in private practice as a criminal defense  
attorney since 2003, focusing on felony and sex based offenses. He began his 
legal career as a staff attorney for Society of Counsel Representing Accused 
Persons handling misdemeanor and felony trials from 1997 to 2003. He  
practices in State and Federal courts throughout western Washington. He is a 
1994 graduate of the University of Puget Sound School of Law and a 1980 
graduate of the University of Utah. Brad represents the Washington Association 
of Criminal Defense Lawyers on the Washington Sex Offender Policy Board. 

  

James M. Cantor, Ph.D. 
Dr. Cantor is the Research Section Head of the Law & Mental Health Program of 
the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH) and is the Editor-in-Chief of 
Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment. Dr. Cantor and his team 
have been studying the role of the brain in the development of the propensity to 
commit sexual offenses since 1999. He is the Principal Investigator for a $1 
million research operating grant awarded to him from the Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research (CIHR) to expand his studies to include newly developed MRI 
techniques, including Diffusion Tensor Imaging and Magnetization Transfer 
Imaging. Dr. Cantor is an Assistant Professor at the University of Toronto  
Faculty of Medicine and trains advanced graduate students in psychology 
through the APA/CPA-Approved Doctoral Internship Program at CAMH. He also 
coordinates the clinical and phallometric assessments of the Sexual Behaviours 
Clinic and the Kurt Freund Laboratory of CAMH, which conduct over 250  
assessments annually.   
Website: www.utoronto.ca/individual/james_cantor  

Goals 
 
WATSA is the Washington chapter of The Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers, ATSA.   
 
ATSA is an international organization focused specifically on the prevention of sexual abuse through effective  management of sex 
offenders and is strongly committed to the following goals: 

The elimination of sexual victimization. 

The protection of our communities through responsible and ethical treatment of sex offenders. 

The prevention of sexual assault through effective management of sex offenders. 

The maintenance of high standards of professionalism and integrity within its membership. 

Paul Stern, 
Mr. Stern is a senior deputy prosecuting attorney for Snohomish County, 
Washington.  He has been a prosecutor since 1981.  Mr. Stern served on the 
Boards of Directors for the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers 
from 2003-2005, and for  the American Professional Society on the Abuse of 
Children from 1991-1997. He is past-president of the Washington Professional 
Society on the Abuse of Children.  He is currently an Advisor to the DSM-V 
Paraphilia Disorders Work Group.  He was also appointed to the Governor’s 
DNA Oversight Committee.  He has served as legal editor for the APSAC 
Advisor, Violence Update and is on the editorial board of Child Maltreatment.  
He has published more than a dozen articles on issues related to the  
prosecution of child abuse. His book, Preparing and Presenting Expert  
Testimony in Child Abuse Litigation was published by Sage in 1997. He also 
wrote a manual for the Prosecution of Sexual Assault Cases in 1997, dealing 
predominately with assaults upon adult victims.  A graduate of Ithaca College 
and Rutgers-Camden Law School, Mr. Stern was admitted to practice law in 
New Jersey (now resigned), in Washington, and before the United States 
Supreme Court. 

Friday 

March 5, 2010 
 
 
11:00 - 1:00 PM  

Registration 
 
 

1:00—1:15 PM 

Conference Welcome 
WATSA President 

 
 

1:15 - 5:30 PM  

James M. Cantor, Ph.D.. 
Understanding sexual offending and the 
brain: From the basics to the state of the 
art . 

 
Summary 
 
The brain has been hypothesized to  
contribute to the behavior of sexual  
offenders for well over a century. It has only 
been in the past five years, however, that 
neuropsychological and advanced MRI 
techniques have been applied to  
understanding the phenomenon. This  
presentation assumes little background in 
brain anatomy and will help forensic  
professionals to understand: 
1.  the areas of the brain that process 

sexual stimuli;  
2. the MRI techniques used to study  

relevant brain functions and structure; 
3. the neuropsychological and other 

correlates of sexual offending  
behavior; and 

4.  the current body of MRI findings from 
offenders.  

This will not only make the current literature 
more accessible for the audience, but will 
also help forensic professionals to critically 
evaluate the claims made about the  
implications of such findings for policy, 
practice, and science. 
 
 
3:00 - 3:30 PM  

Break 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 - 7:00 PM 

No Host Bar 
 
7:00 - 8:30 PM  

Dinner  (Provided for all participants) 

Saturday 

March 6, 2010 
 
 
7:30—9:00 AM           

Continental Breakfast 
          (Provided for all participants) 
 
9:00 AM—5:30 PM 

David L. Delmonico, Ph.D. & 
Elizabeth J. Griffin, MA, LMFT  
Sex, Tech, and Exploitation – Sex  
Offenders Online; 
Assessment, Treatment and Management. 
 

Summary 
 
This workshop will offer a broad based  
understanding of the Internet and sex offenders 
online. Participants will be updated on cutting 
edge technologies used to access sex online, 
and introduced to the most recent theories  
behind cyber offense behavior.  Through the use 
of a live, online demonstration, participants will 
be introduced to the basic venues for Internet 
sexual acting out and offense behavior.  
Emphasis will be on introducing participants to 
the basic concepts of the Internet and teaching 
online jargon necessary for proper assessment, 
treatment and management of problematic 
online sexual behavior. Participants will also 
gain an understanding of the psychology of the 
Internet and how it influences online behavior. 
 
Theoretical clinical and legal models for  
understanding, assessing, managing, and  
treating the sex offender online will be provided.  
Participants will be introduced to the Internet 
Sex Screening Test and other methods for 
appropriately assessing sex offenders for online 
sexual behavior. Creative treatment strategies 
for working with this  population will be  
presented, along with practical suggestions for  
management and relapse prevention. Attention 
will also be given to issues of child pornography 
possession and risk.   
 
Participants will be provided with various  
resources on assessment, treatment and  
management. 

 
9:00—Noon 

Morning session 

 
10:15 - 10:45 AM  

Break        
 
12:00—1:15 PM  

Lunch  (Provided for all Participants)   

Speaker: Lucy Berliner, MSW 
Honoree: Lindsay Palmer 

 
Afternoon session 
1:30 - 5:30 PM 

Break 
3:00 - 3:30 PM 
 

Dinner on your own 

Sunday 

March 7, 2010 
 
 
8:00 AM   

Continental Breakfast 
      (Provided for all participants) 
 
9:00 - Noon 
Paul Stern, Brad Meryhew,  
Paul Spizman, Psy.D.  
& Brian Judd Ph.D. 
I’ve been Subpoenaed; Now What? 
Tips from the battlefield: How to avoid 
being beaten up in court.. 
 

Summary 
 
Professionals are trained how to perform 
their jobs in the  most efficient manner 
however they are often not taught how  to 
articulately convey this information in a 
court setting.  Like performing state of the 
art professional assessments or  
evaluations, skills at testifying must also 
be learned. 
 
This workshop provides an understanding 
for the professionals role in court and 
what is necessary to properly prepare and 
present expert testimony by mental health 
professionals. Methods for effective  
presentation will be discussed, and a 
series of exercises and vignettes will be 
presented to demonstrate effective – and 
ineffective – methods of presenting evi-
dence or  
dealing with cross examination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 - 10:15 AM 

 Break 

 
 

 
.  

 

12:00 PM  

Conference Closes 
 
 
 
 

Agenda... 

David L. Delmonico, Ph.D. 
Dr. Delmonico is an Associate Professor in the Department of Counseling,  
Psychology, and Special Education at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh,  
Pennsylvania.  He is a graduate of Kent State University with degrees in  
Psychology, Community Counseling and Counseling and Human Development 
Services.  Dr. Delmonico is a nationally recognized writer and speaker in the 
area of psychology and the Internet, including online sexual behaviors.  He is the 
co-author of In the Shadows of the Net and Cybersex Unhooked.  Dr. Delmonico 
conducts trainings for parents, schools, and professionals across the nation on 
Internet sex and keeping kids safe online.  He is the director of the Online  
Behavior Research and Education Center, and Editor-in-Chief of the Sexual 
Addiction & Compulsivity Journal. 

Elizabeth Griffin, MA  
Ms. Griffin is a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist with over twenty five 
years of experience treating individuals with sexually problematic behaviors, 
especially those that involve the Internet.  She has worked in out-patient, 
in-patient, military, and prison settings.  Ms. Griffin lectures nationally on the 
assessment and treatment of sexual offenders and those with sexually  
compulsive behavior, as well as issues related to cybersex.  She has written 
numerous professional articles on these topics, and is co-author of In the  
Shadows of the Net and Cybersex Unhooked.  Ms. Griffin created Internet  
Behavior Consulting (http://www.internetbehavior.com), a company whose focus 
is on issues related to problematic online behavior. 

Paul Spizman, Psy.D. 
Dr. Spizman received his doctorate in Clinical Psychology at Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania. He focused his graduate work on forensics, in particular work 
with sexual offenders. Dr. Spizman has spent several years working with this 
population. He has provided treatment to outpatient sexual offenders, and at the 
Special Commitment Center (SCC) to Sexually Violent Predators. He is  
currently employed by SCC as an evaluator, where he has worked on cases of 
civil commitment, and assesses readiness for release of an individual based 
upon progress in treatment. Dr. Spizman also provides training and consultation 
on various issues, including age and sexual offense recidivism, workplace 
violence, and polygraph testing. Finally, in his private practice, Dr. Spizman 
provides services regarding sexual offenders, workplace violence, and pre-trial 
evaluations. 

Brian Judd, Ph.D. 
Dr. Judd obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Houston in 1989 and  
relocated to western Washington in 1991.  He became an affiliate sex offender 
treatment provider in 1994 and became fully certified in 2002. Throughout the 
last 1990s into the 2000's his practice increasingly focused on evaluation and 
treatment of sex offenders. Dr. Judd was appointed to the Joint Forensic Unit in 
2002 and continues to perform evaluations of individuals being considered for 
civil commitment under RCW 71.09. To date he has been involved in over 100 
civil commitment cases and has been deposed or testified in these  
proceedings on 70 occasions.  

Lucy Berliner, MSW 
Ms. Berliner is Director, Harborview Center for Sexual Assault and Traumatic 
Stress and Clinical Associate Professor, University of Washington School of 
Social Work and Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences. Her  
activities include clinical practice with child and adult victims of trauma and crime; 
research on the impact of trauma and the effectiveness of clinical and societal 
interventions; and participation in local and national social policy initiatives to 
promote the interests of trauma and crime victims. Ms. Berliner is on the editorial 
boards of leading journals concerned with interpersonal violence, has authored 
numerous peer-reviewed articles and book chapters, and has served/serves on 

local and national boards of organizations, programs, and professional societies.  
 




